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2008 Alaska Fire Season Summary 
 

Fire season officially began on April 1
st
, and there had been 12 fire numbers issued by that time.  

 

The first fire number issued was a False Alarm on February 28
th
.  

 

The first actual fire that received a number was Mat-Suôs Mothershead fire (#002) which was a  

0.1 acre escaped debris burn on March 17
th
. 

 

Mat-Suôs Friday Creek fire (#012) was the largest of the preseason fires, reaching 206 acres in size. 

 

Homestead Fire #111 

There was no significant activity until late in May when the Homestead Fire, just south of Ninilchik off the 

Sterling Highway, in the Kenai Area became the first fire of the season with substantial staffing. The 

Homestead fire was reported on May 19
th
, declared out on May 28

th
 and reached a final size of 260 acres. 
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Mid May brought the beginning of the summerôs lightning activity, and the opportunity for Wildfire Use. 

5543 strikes in a single day on June 22
nd

 was the months high, only to be surpassed by the July 5th count of 

6383.  There were 27 WFU fires in 2008 totaling approximately 23000 acres. Four of the WFU fires started 

in May, nine started in June, and fourteen started during a four day period in July. 

 

Three Lakes Fire #172 

A Zone surveillance aircraft reported this fire June 3
rd

 as a lightning holdover in a Limited protection area of 

the Upper Yukon Zone. The fire burned until October 15
th
  reaching 35,118 acres. 

 

Sullivan Fire #183  

A private plane reported this lightning fire June 6
th
 as burning in black spruce in a Limited protection area of 

Fairbanks Area Forestry. The fire continued burning until September 3rd and with a final total acreage of 

1344 acres. 

 

Venetie Village #245 

This fire was originally reported as one acre escaped fire from the Venetie dump that was suppressed by 

locals with a dozer on June 22nd.  On June 24th, a Warbelows flight reported the fire had spread to the north 

side of the runway with strong 25 mph easterly winds pushing it. The fire jumped the road and was running 

towards Venetie Lake when suppression resources arrived. The fire reached within 2 miles of Venetie village 

and within a half mile of structures scattered in the area. The fire grew to over 530 acres and was staffed for 

9 days.   

 

 
 

Porcupine Ridge #308 

A 15 acre lightning fire in a Full protection area of the Southwest Area was less than 10 miles northwest of 

McGrath when helitack, smokejumpers and tankers responded. A total of 16 loads of retardant were dropped 

around the fire which was contained at 116 acres 
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Goose Slough #323 

This .5 acre fire was discovered by a Zone surveillance aircraft investigating a smoke report near Bettles. The 

following day the fire had grown to 45 acres was 90% active with a high rate of spread. Shifting and erratic 

winds due to thunderstorms caused torching and running. Spotting was observed 100 feet from the head of 

the fire.  Due to adjacent land manager concerns, action was taken on this fire.  Crews provided allotment 

protection on the John River and the Wild River. The fire was contained at 2564 acres. 

 

 
 

 

 

Weather systems moved in to Alaska in June, eliminating serious fire danger and freeing up Alaska resources 

to mobilize to the Lower 48. *In the interior, June skies were cloudy/partly cloudy on 22 days of the month 

with measurable rain falling on 15 of those days. According to the National Weather Service, July in the 

interior was the 6
th
 wettest on record, and the coolest in seven years.  

 

        
* Fairbanks News-Miner Aug 12

th
 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       


