ALASKA FIRE SERVICE WATERCRAFT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

INTRODUCTION
 Alaska is a land dominated by navigable waterways. Rivers, lakes, streams, sloughs and ocean can be found, many times in combination, in a majority of the areas that Alaska Fire Service personnel operate during the summer season.  The AFS watercraft program has been developed over many years of research to include the use of inflatable Zodiacs and flat-bottom river boats to gain access across and transportation on the types of water encountered in the field.  The Zodiacs, powered by various outboard motors, can be rigged and delivered on-site via Paracargo, helicopter or truck. The flat-bottom river boats can be transported by trailer to any road accessible launch. As part of an emergency response operation, these watercraft provide  timely and well maintained transportation, a certified operator, and all required  safety equipment dedicated to an incident. 
The folders associated with this site contain information on the Watercraft program, in its progression from a concept to a proven useful tool in the fire environment, through October 2010. The first operational use occurred in September 2008.  A zodiac kit was delivered via paracargo  to demob four smokejumpers and gear. The 2009 and 2010 fire seasons presented continuous opportunities to deploy the Zodiacs and the Klamath in support of fire operations. The boats have been used for transportation of personnel, relocation of fire gear along a fire perimeter, support of backfire operations, structure protection response, mapping and scouting missions, spotfire response, fire growth monitoring , public education, deployment of remote weather sites, and transportation of food, water and equipment  to fire crews working in areas of heavy smoke where flying was impossible. 
During  the  fire seasons that boats have been available for deployment through the Alaska Fire Service, the need and useful performance  in the field have kept the program growing.  Previous success and future possibilities keep the boat operators on a mission to streamline and improve the capabilities of the watercraft program. 


All questions and  inquiries  pertaining to the program as a whole are welcome. Please contact Matthew Corley, Robert Yeager, or Gary Baumgartner through the Smokejumper Operations at 907-356-5540
