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1.  Organization and Location: Alaska Fire Service, FT Wainwright AK
	2.  Page _1___of ____

	    3.  Operation / Task: Bear Pepper Spray
       


	4.  Beginning Date:

	5. Ending Date:

	6.  Date Prepared: April 2, 2013


	
	
	7.  Prepared by (Name / Duty Position): Brandon Poe / AFS Duty Officer

	    8.  Identified Hazards

	9.  Assess the                                     Hazards: 
Initial Risk 
	10.  Control Measures Developed for Identified Hazards: (Specific measures taken to reduce the probability of a hazard)  Include all PPE
	11.  Assess the Hazards:
Residual Risk
	12.  How to Implement the Controls: (May Be Filled in By Hand)
	13.  Supervisors and Evaluation by: (Continuous Leader Checks, Buddy System, etc.)

	(Be Specific)
	N
	M
	M
	S
	C
	(Be Specific)
	N
	M
	M
	S
	C
	(Be Specific)
	(Be Specific)

	Accidental exposure to highly irritating, incapacitating spray. Product release during ground transportation: Driver incapacitation, LOSS OF VEHICLE CONTROL.










Continued, next page
	
	



	X

	
	
	· Always assume that all canisters still contain product.

· Transport spray cans in the trunk of a car or the back of a truck.
· Wrap container in several layers of towels and place inside a box; this will allow pressure to escape, but minimize the amount of liquid aerosol released. 





Continued, next page
	x


	
	
	
	
	· No employee or volunteer will carry bear spray without first receiving training in both bear behavior and the use of the spray. 


· Acquire a copy of the MSDS  for any pepper spray purchased.




Continued, next page
	



	14.  Remaining Risk Level After Control Measures Are Implemented: (CIRCLE HIGHEST REMAINING RISK LEVEL)
	NEGLIGIBLE
(Task Leader)
	MINOR
(Line Supervisor)
	MODERATE
(Branch Chief)
	SERIOUS
(AFS Manager/Associate Manager)
	CRITICAL
(State Director/Associate)

	
	
	15.  RISK DECISION AUTHORITY:   (Approval/Authority Signature Block) (If Initial Risk Level is CRITICAL, SERIOUS or MODERATE:   Brief Risk Decision Authority at that level on Controls and Control Measures used to reduce risks)  (Note: if the person preparing the form signs this block, the signature indicates only that the appropriate risk decision authority was notified of the initial risk level, control measures taken and appropriate resources requested; and that the risk was accepted by the decision authority.)

___________________________________________________________________________
                                       Printed Name / Signature




	
	
	CONTINUED

	8.  Identified Hazards

	9.  Assess the                                   Hazards:
Initial Risk 
	10.  Control Measures Developed for Identified Hazards: (Specific measures taken to reduce the probability of a hazard) Include all PPE
	11.  Assess the Hazards:  Residual Risk
	12.  How to Implement the Controls: (May Be Filled in By Hand)
	13.  Supervisors and Evaluation by: (Continuous Leader Checks, Buddy System, etc.)

	(Be Specific)
	N
	M
	M
	S
	C
	(Be Specific)
	N
	M
	M
	S
	C
	(Be Specific)
	(Be Specific)

	Accidental exposure. Pepper spray release during air transportation: Pilot incapacitation, LOSS OF AIRCRAFT CONTROL.
	
	
	x
	
	
	· Always assume that all canisters still contain product.
· Never transport canisters in checked luggage. 
· Can only be shipped by a certified HAZMAT carrier.
· On small charter fixed or rotary wing aircraft always stow the canister in an outside compartment.
· Always notify pilot about your possession of bear pepper spray.
	x
	
	
	
	
	· Brief personnel on proper storage of unstable chemicals and HAZMAT.
	

	Accidental exposure. Product release in storage. Accidental release, in storage.
	
	
	x
	
	
	· Never store containers in your office area or your home living quarters.
· Check your canister’s expiration date to dispose of it before the can or valve can deteriorate and burst.
· Don’t store cans in sunlight or temperatures >120 degrees Farenheit.
· Fully empty cans of all pressure prior to disposal: depress trigger only in an open outdoor environment with your back to any oncoming wind. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transfer of irritant to face and eyes via hands, after use or handling.
	
	x
	
	
	
	· Wash hands immediately after spraying product or handling cans. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Exposure to product during defensive use or training practice.
	
	
	x
	
	
	· Keep the safety lock on until spray is needed. 
· Always dispense downwind if possible. 
· Remain calm and spray directly at the bears’ face/snout/eyes.
· Wash hands as soon as possible after use. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Asthma attack (rare)
	
	
	x
	
	
	· Exposure may trigger asthma attacks in susceptible persons. If you are asthmatic, carry a prescribed inhaler with you. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Improper use of spray as a “repellent”
	
	
	
	x
	
	· Pepper spray is not a repellent. Do not spray onto yourself or on your gear. The spray may attract bears to you in that form. 
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of bear pepper spray as self defense against aggressive animals. 
	
	
	
	x
	
	· Learn about bears’ food sources, behaviors and mannerisms to reduce risk of contact.
· Maintain situational awareness of your surroundings when in bear habitat. 
· Always carry your pepper spray where you can readily access it for use. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If you site a bear:
	
	
	x
	
	
	· Prepare your spray for use by removing it from the holster and sliding the safety clip to the off position. 
· Try to calmly and slowly retreat away from the bear’s path of travel. 
· Try to maneuver to upwind of the bear.
	
	x
	
	
	
	
	

	Bear advances:
	
	
	
	x
	
	· When the bear is approximately 50’ away, spray a brief shot of spray towards it. This may be adequate for startling the bear into leaving the area.
	
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Bear vigorously or determinedly continues to approach you. 
	
	
	
	
	x
	· If the bear then continues toward you, spray it in the face at about a 25’ distance.
· Use a prolonged blast of several seconds at the bears face. 
· When the bear retreats, leave the area as quickly as possible the way you came. *Do not run*
· Keep your remaining spray with you and be prepared to use it again if the bear returns.
	
	
	
	x
	
	
	





RISK MANAGEMENT WORKSHEET INSTRUCTIONS

1.	Organization conducting the risk assessment and the location of the operation.

2.	If more than one page is used, indicate number of pages. (For example: Page 1-3)

3.	In general terms, identify the operation/task(s) to be performed.

4.	Enter the date that the operation/task(s) is to begin.

5.	Enter the date that the operation/task(s) is to end.

6.	Enter the date that the risk assessment was prepared.

7.	Enter the name and the duty position of the person completing the form.

8.		Identify specific hazards associated with the operation/task(s). It is important to be specific and start at the beginning - the preparation phase (e.g., equipment draw/transportation of equipment) of the operation. (For example; unfamiliar equipment, inexperienced operators, improperly configured equipment, challenging terrain, natural hazards, hazardous chemical use, span of supervision, location of work, types of roads, confined spaces, pinch points, etc.)
9.	Assess the initial risk using the risk assessment matrix.

10. Identify control measures for each identified hazard in block 8.

11. Assess the residual risk - the risk remaining after the control measures are taken into consideration using the risk assessment matrix.
12. Identify how the controls will be implemented. (For example; SOPs, tailgate safety briefings, written/oral policy

statements and/or directions, familiarization training, ‘Right to Know’ training, use of PPE, use of spotters, etc.)

13. Enter the specific individual(s) or method(s) used to supervise and evaluate the provisions of the risk assessment. (For example; supervisor/leader on site, buddy system, and/or employee cross-talk.)
14. Circle the appropriate remaining level of risk.

15. The authority accepting the risk should sign this block. If the authority is notified and accepts the risk, the person completing the form can note same and sign block 15. (See Note in block 15.)
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