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AlCC Morning Highlights

May 14, 2012 Contacts

Morning Highlights _ _ Report Fires: 911
DOF/AFS Public Affairs: (907) 356-5511

Highlights will next be updated Wednesday, May 16.

Fire Information
Daily fire information is provided in the Alaska Situation Report:
http://fire.ak.blm.gov/content/aicc/sitreport/current.pdf.

Prevent Human-Caused Fires!

Wildland fire personnel and fire departments had to react quickly to new fire starts last Friday and
into the weekend. The fires started from debris burning and other human activities, and from trees
falling on power lines. While the winds have subsided, let this past weekend be a reminder to all
residents of the importance of safe burning practices. Anyone wishing to burn debris must obtain a
burn permit: (http://forestry.alaska.gov/burn). Read the permit for more information about safe
burning, and contact your local Forestry office if you need additional information.

Because debris burns tend to be in close proximity to homes and other structures, they can pose
immediate risk to people and values. It is important for home and property owners to adhere to
Firewise principles. More guidance is available at: http://forestry.alaska.gov/pdfs/firewise09.pdf.

In situations where natural factors are involved in fire starts, such as wind causing power lines to
blow over, or lightning strikes, it is even more important that people prevent human-caused fires.
Interagency firefighting resources need to be available to respond to the less-preventable and less-
predictable fires.

Prescribed Burns Projects — Updated for week of May 14

Prescribed burns are dependent on weather conditions. While smoke may be visible from these
projects, they are not conducted if winds are such that smoke will be carried into heavily populated
areas. Once a burn is started, fire personnel continue to monitor wind and smoke closely. If
conditions change unexpectedly, fire personnel will take measures to minimize further impacts. The
duration of the burn depends on the size of the area being treated and the fuels. In general, these
projects have a short duration of activity. Additional prescribed burn information is available at:
http://fire.ak.blm.gov/newsroom.php.

Potential projects for this week- based on weather conditions and military training schedules

Chena Flood Control Project (today, weather permitting), located off the Richardson Highway
near Moose Creek, northeast of North Pole, and is managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.




The vegetation is primarily grasses and brush. The project would include 146 acres. The main
objective is to reduce the amount of woody vegetation to better impede the infiltration of impounded
water to maintain the silt bed. A secondary goal is to improve habitat for moose and other wildlife by
promoting new growth of willows and blueberries. It will also break up the continuity of fuels to
reduce the risk of a large wildfire. The burn will be conducted by the BLM Alaska Fire Service
Military Zone.

Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge (Tuesday, weather permitting), located off of
College Road in Fairbanks, on behalf of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. The vegetation is
primarily grass. Smoke will be visible in Fairbanks, but the project will be conducted in a manner to
minimize smoke impacts on the public. Recreational opportunities will still be possible. The main
objective is to provide habitat for migratory waterfowl and compatible public uses, including wildlife
viewing, research, nature education, and other forms of non-motorized recreation. Burning the dead
grass will enhance wildlife habitat and reduce the potential for uncontrolled wildfires. The burn will
be conducted by the Alaska Division of Forestry.

Stuart Creek (Tuesday, weather permitting), located in the Yukon Training Area east of Eielson,
within the Stuart Creek Drainage, within US Army Alaska training lands. The vegetation is primarily
grasses and brush. The main objective is to remove fuels that have accumulated and lower wildland
fire risk from military training activities. The burn will be conducted by the BLM Alaska Fire Service
Military Zone.

Oklahoma Range (as early as this weekend), located 25 miles west of Delta Junction, adjacent to
Delta River and 100 Mile Creek. The vegetation is primarily grasses and brush. The project would
include somewhere between 8,000 up to 20,000 acres, pending weather and wind conditions. The
main objective is to ensure that Air Force training activities are not altered due to a wildfire
occurrence. The burn will be conducted by the BLM Alaska Fire Service Military Zone.

Information Gathering/Additional References
www.twitter.com

Alaska Division of Forestry account: @ AK_Forestry
Bureau of Land Management account: @BLMAIlaska
National Park Service account: @AlaskaNPS

US Fish and Wildlife Service account: @USFWSAlaska
Alaska Fire Consortium: @AKfirescience

www.facebook.com

Alaska Division of Forestry account: AK.Forestry
Bureau of Land Management account: BLMAIlaska
National Park Service account: AlaskaNPS

US Fish and Wildlife Service account: USFWSAlaska

www.youtube.com
Alaska Division of Forestry account: AlaskaDNRDOF
National Park Service account: AlaskaNPS

e Alaska Interagency Coordination Center: http://fire.ak.bim.gov/
0 Map of Current Fires: http://fire.ak.blm.gov/predsvcs/maps.php




