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May 21, 2012                                  
Morning Highlights                                      
                                

 
Highlights will next be updated Wednesday, May 23. 

 
Red Flag Warnings  

Red Flag Warnings have been issued by the National Weather Service, valid from noon to 10:00 
p.m today, for the Upper Koyukuk 
Valley, Yukon Flats and surrounding 
uplands, central Interior, middle Tanana 
Valley, Deltana and Tanana Flats, 
Denali, and the northeastern slopes of 
the eastern Alaska Range.  
A Red Flag Warning means that 
conditions are occurring, or will occur, 
which could lead to the development of 
large and dangerous wildfires. More 
information about the warnings, and the 
map shown to the left, are available at: 
http://firewx.arh.noaa.gov/warnings.php  

 

 

Outlook and Potential 

Weather conditions are forecasted to be warm and dry this week, with continued drying into the 
deeper organic layers. Green-up is not complete throughout Alaska and fire danger is very high to 
extreme within much of the interior portion of the state. Dry surface fuels and low humidity mean 
there is potential for new fire starts to spread easily- especially if there is any wind involved. With 
relatively few lightning strikes, the potential for fire starts still comes from human activity. So, as a 
continuous reminder, please use caution with anything that could start a fire! Also remember: 

 Debris burns tend to be in close proximity to homes and other structures and pose immediate risk 
to people and values. Alaska Division of Forestry (DOF) Burn Permits are required from April 1-
August 31: http://forestry.alaska.gov/burn. Safe burning practices must be followed at all times.  

 Burn Suspensions apply to the open debris burning activities that require a DOF Burn Permit. 
Burn Suspensions to do not apply to campfires or approved burning devices (burn barrels and 
more). 

 Burn Suspensions are NOT Burn Closures (often incorrectly referred to as “burn bans”). 

Contacts 
Report Fires: 911 

DOF/AFS Public Affairs: (907) 356-5511 
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 Home and property owners can learn more about protecting their values from wildland fire at: 
http://forestry.alaska.gov/pdfs/firewise09.pdf.  
 

Fire Information 
Seven new fires were reported to the Alaska Interagency Coordination Center (AICC) over the 
weekend, including the fire that engulfed the Copper Center Lodge on Sunday.   
 
All of the new fires were under an acre and human-caused. According to AICC, so far this year, a 
total of 90 fires have burned nearly 148 acres statewide. Refer to the Alaska Interagency 
Coordination Center Situation Report for additional information: 
http://fire.ak.blm.gov/content/aicc/sitreport/current.pdf.  
 
Information Gathering/Additional References 
www.twitter.com  
Alaska Division of Forestry account: @AK_Forestry 
Bureau of Land Management account: @BLMAlaska 
National Park Service account: @AlaskaNPS 
US Fish and Wildlife Service account: @USFWSAlaska 
Alaska Fire Consortium: @AKfirescience 
 
www.facebook.com 
Alaska Division of Forestry account: AK.Forestry  
Bureau of Land Management account: BLMAlaska 
National Park Service account: AlaskaNPS 
US Fish and Wildlife Service account: USFWSAlaska 
 
www.youtube.com  
Alaska Division of Forestry account: AlaskaDNRDOF 
National Park Service account: AlaskaNPS 
 

 Alaska Interagency Coordination Center: http://fire.ak.blm.gov/ 
o Map of Current Fires: http://fire.ak.blm.gov/predsvcs/maps.php 
o Alaska Situation Report: http://fire.ak.blm.gov/content/aicc/sitreport/current.pdf 
o National Fire Situation Report: http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/sitreprt.pdf    
o Interagency Newsroom (Media Guide): http://fire.ak.blm.gov/newsroom.php  

 Alaska Wildland Fire Coordinating Group - Education and Reference Materials: 
http://fire.ak.blm.gov/administration/awfcg.php  

 Alaska Fire Consortium: http://akfireconsortium.uaf.edu 
 Protect your home and property!: http://firewise.org/ and 
 http://forestry.alaska.gov/pdfs/firewise09.pdf  
 Department of Environmental Conservation (Smoke Concerns): 

http://www.dec.state.ak.us/air/am/smoke.htm 
 Department of Transportation (Road Closure Info):  

(907) 451-2240, http://511.alaska.gov/ 
 BLM Alaska Fire Service: http://fire.ak.blm.gov/afs/  
 Alaska Division of Forestry: http://forestry.alaska.gov  
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o Alaska Division of Forestry (Burn Permit Info): http://forestry.alaska.gov/burn/ 
 National Parks Service: http://www.nps.gov/akso/nature/fire/ 
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife: http://www.fws.gov/fire/  
 USDA Forest Service: http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/ 
 Anchorage Fire Department: www.muni.org/fire  
 National Weather Service: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/ 
 Temporary Flight Restriction Information: http://tfr.faa.gov/tfr2/list.html 
 Federal Aviation Administration: http://www.faa.gov/ 

 

## AICC Morning Highlights is compiled by Alaska Division of Forestry and BLM Alaska Fire Service ## 


