Fairbanks 500 mb Charts

These graphs depict the 500 mb heights at Fairbanks, either the measured
or forecast. It has been found that 500 mb heights correlate well with fire
activity on a broad scale, allowing forecasters to track changes in the
weather patterns. The 500 mb Charts are a useful tool in visualizing the
changing weather that affects wild fire. Generally an extended period of
above normal 500 mb heights means an extended period of warm and dry
weather while a period of low 500 mb heights can indicate cooler weather.
Abrupt changes indicate a change in the weather with rapid falls often
associated with strong winds or increased instability.

Compare the two charts below to see two very different fire seasons.
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