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Alaska Monthly Fire Potential Outlook 

Forecast: 
 The forecast for November through February is for normal fire activity, which is pretty minimal as Alaska is out of fire 

season.    

Factors: 
 The U.S. Drought monitor shows normal conditions throughout Alaska, with no drought. Precipitation amounts have been 

below normal around much of the state for the last few weeks, and temperatures have been mild.  

 Warmer than normal conditions are still forecasted for the entire state on most model runs into the winter. Precipitation 
forecasts continue to provide little skill as they are notoriously difficult on a seasonal time scale in Alaska.  Currently, the 
long range models indicate a continually changing pattern.   

 Calculations of the Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating system indicate that surface fuels are fairly dry currently with 
absence of snow. The deeper layers are fairly wet for most of the state- the exception is the Upper Tanana Valley and south of 
Northway along the ALCAN border, with some indices in the High to Very High range.  

 The beginning of November generally sees snow cover over most of Alaska and brings Alaska out of fire season. Though 
warmer temperatures forecast may delay snow cover with expected precipitation falling as rain in portions of southern and 
South Central Alaska and the Kenai Peninsula. 
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