AICC-Predictive Services

Saturday, May 2, 2009

Fire Weather Watch Sunday Afternoon for the Copper River Basin

One More day of Warm and Dry Weather

The Upper Level Ridge Will Break Down Sunday for Much Cooler
Temperatures Next Week

Computer Maintanance this Weekend at AFS. Weather and Lightning
information will not be available. See the NWS Fire Weather Page for
Forecasts and ROMAN (links from the AICC Fire Weather Page) for
Observations. Fire Danger Indices May Not be Calculated.

Discussion:

High pressure is expected to begin weakening Sunday after bringing warm and dry
weather to nearly the entire state. As the ridge breaks down Strong easterly winds could
develop over the Copper River Basin, Matanuska Valley, and Anchorage Hillside-
Turnagian Arm. The north and central interior may see breezy north to northeast winds
Sunday as well. By Monday these winds should diminish with temperatures 10 to 15
degrees cooler than this past week.

The upper level pattern following this transition will keep a trough over the state for cooler
and partly to mostly cloudy skies with some isolated showers by mid next week.

Fire Weather Forecasts are currently being published for the Matanuska Valley (Zone
111), Anchorage Bowl (Zone 101), Southern Interior (Zones 221-226), Copper River
Basin (Zone 141), and Western Kenai Peninsula (Zone 121). Other areas will be added
as snowpack disappears and fuels become burnable.

Click here to see the latest fire weather planning forecasts by area.

South Central

Today: Mostly sunny, warm, and dry.

Temp Low 60s to low RH 20 to 35% Winds Variable winds to 10
70. mph
Sunday: Partly cloudy.
Upper 50s to 20 to 35% South to southeast
low 70s. . winds 10 to 20 mph with
S ia wllieks gusts to 28 mph in the
Copper River Basin.

Outlook: Partly to mostly cloudy and turning cooler with occasional chances of showers
Southern Interior

Today: Mostly sunny, warm, and dry. .

60s to mid 70s 15% to 25% . Northwest to northeast
Temp RH Winds .
winds 5 to 15 mph
Sunday: A few clouds and cooler.
[0) 0,
Temp 55 to 65 RH 20% to 35% Winds Northeast at 5 to 15

mph.

Outlook: Turning cooler and partly to mostly cloudy with occasional isolated showers.



http://firewx.arh.noaa.gov/textforecasts.php?type=firewx

Please send an e-mail if you have any comments.
Thank You,

Sharon Alden and Heidi Strader

Sharon Alden@ak.blm.gov

Heidi Strader@blm.gov
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