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Alaska Monthly Fire Potential Outlook

Forecast:

 The forecast for August through November is for normal fire activity. Though it has been a slow season, warmer than normal 

temperatures are expected for the rest of the summer. And though it is quite likely that we will have a below normal season 

overall, there are not enough indicators that the ensuing months will keep activity significantly below normal. 

Factors:

 Recent rains have alleviated dryness and fire danger. July has seen quite variable weather with many active lightning days, 

but most often with ample rainfall and few ignitions.  The central Upper Yukon Valley continues to be the driest region over 

the past two months with the greatest potential for long lasting fires, though chances of ignitions are decreasing.

 July has been consistently warm in the Interior, with intermittent showers preventing drying from becoming very severe. In 

much of southern Alaska, cool and damp weather has dominated. It looks like the pattern is shifting to a cooler, damper flow 

for the whole state, but temperatures will not be unseasonable. The CPC maps indicate warmer than normal conditions are 

likely for the entire state, with the biggest chance for warm weather along the western third of mainland Alaska. 

 Calculations of the Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating system show driest fuels and highest fire potential are greatest in the 

Upper Yukon Valley, running in the Very High to Extreme range. Some of the western Interior are also showing elevated 

dryness. 


