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Alaska Monthly Fire Potential Outlook

Forecast:
◦ Alaska is in the heart of fire season, and has seen a lot of fire on the ground during 

June. Many of these fires will continue to burn off and on throughout the summer, 
which will keep fire activity above normal through July and into August.

Factors:
◦ The long range models show that ridging will be a dominant factor over mainland 

Alaska for the next few weeks, so it is likely that warm, dry weather will continue 
to hold over most of the state. Though some cooler, damper periods are likely, it 
will take a lot of rain at this point to put fires out, so activity will be a concern for 
the rest of the summer.

◦ Calculations of the Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating System (CFFDRS) indicate 
that the middle layers are generally very burnable, and though the deepest layers are 
not exceedingly dry, they are approaching the point that will easily support fire 
activity. Based on lightning activity and storm behavior, there are already some 
fires that hold over in the duff for a couple of days before resurfacing. This 
indicates that even a fair amount of rain will not put fires out in most locations.

 Indices show a few areas of the 
northern Interior are quite dry in the 
mid and deeper layers for this early in 
the season. The northern Kenai 
Peninsula is also showing significant 
dryness at those levels. 
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