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Alaska Monthly Fire Potential Outlook

Forecast:

◦ Alaska is experiencing a very long, busy season. With a lot of fire on the ground, 
the forecast is for above normal potential for September, becoming normal in 
October as daylight radically shortens, temperatures cool, and precipitation returns. 
By November and December, Alaska will blanketed with snow and will basically be 
out of fire season.

Factors:

◦ Using the Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating System (CFFDRS), severe dryness 
in the mid and deep duff layers centers around South Central, with the valleys of 
Bristol Bay in Southwest and Copper River Basin to the east also indicating severe 
conditions. The areas of greatest concern include the northern Kenai Peninsula, the 
Matanuska-Susitna Valley, and the Anchorage area.

◦ South Central and Southwest Alaska are long overdue for their end-of-season rains, 
with the month of August measuring in as the driest on record for many locations. 
Virtually no precipitation has fallen during what is typically the wettest time of 
year. Though there is some rain expected at the beginning of September, forecast 
amounts are far from what is needed to bring the accumulated precipitation back to 
near normal.

 CFFDRS calculations indicate the mid 

and deep layers are extremely burnable 

in these same areas. Fires will be able 

to hold over even with significant 

wetting rains. The dryness of the entire 

fuel column indicates strong resistance 

to control and to extinguishment. 

Spruce and hardwoods are burning with 

little slowing of fire behavior.


