Incident Requirements – WFDSS Examples

[bookmark: _GoBack]Retardant/foam:
Follow retardant use guidelines to limit potential introduction of contaminants to fish bearing waters.
Attempt to keep retardant and foam 300 feet from streams (including ephemeral streams), rivers, and lakes.
Protect lakes, streams and wetlands from fire suppression, retardants, foams, chemicals and petroleum products: Use containment dikes and absorbents at portable pumps, fuel storage and fuel transfer sites; properly store and dispose of all contaminated containment materials, absorbents and rags from the fire; report all spills to the land manager.
The use of retardant is authorized on BLM managed lands.  Guidelines for delivery of aerial retardant can be found in the 2009 National Interagency Standards for Fire and Aviation Operations (Red Book).
Retardant and heavy equipment (including bulldozers) will not be used without the permission of the Superintendent (or delegate), except in life-threatening situations.
The use of retardant is authorized on both State and Tetlin Village lands, following standard retardant policies.
Heavy equipment:
Some surface erosion may occur due to fire suppression activities.  Crossing of streams by vehicles or heavy equipment may damage stream banks and mobilize bottom sediments.  Crossings should be avoided or minimized and made in areas of hard bottoms and shallow banks if unavoidable.  The emphasis is to minimize, if not prevent, surface disturbances that may result in siltation of fish bearing waters.  
The statewide catalog of waters important for anadromous fishes will be consulted prior to crossing any water body with vehicles or heavy equipment, and separate permit authority will be obtained from ADF&G Area Managers before crossing anadromous water bodies.  The ADF&G statewide permit (FH14-SW-0001) will be consulted and used for vehicle and heavy equipment crossings of non-anadromous fishbearing water bodies.
The use of dozers is not authorized in the Birch Creek Wild and Scenic River Corridor.
The uses of dozers are authorized on BLM lands outside the Birch Creek Wild and Scenic River Corridor.
Heavy equipment use on State lands is unlikely.  In the event it is necessary, the Heavy Equipment Policy for Wildland Fire Suppression for the Department of Natural Resources will be followed and the Division of Mining, Land, and Water will be contacted.
Dozers are approved for use on BLM managed public lands in 11S 23W of the Fairbanks Meridian.  Consider all other alternatives first and notify FDO if dozers are used.
Heavy equipment use is authorized on state lands.  Use will follow the Heavy Equipment Policy for Wildland Fire Suppression for the Department of Natural Resources. When any access route(s) or trail systems(s) on Alaska State Lands (all jurisdictions) are to be used as dozer lines for suppression actions: Photograph and GPS the complete route/trail prior to construction with a dozer or other heavy equipment;  Provide documentation to the State, DNR.  
Anadromous fishes:
The statewide catalog of waters important for anadromous fishes will be consulted prior to crossing any water body with vehicles or heavy equipment, and separate permit authority will be obtained from ADF&G Area Managers before crossing anadromous water bodies.  The ADF&G statewide permit (FH14-SW-0001) will be consulted and used for vehicle and heavy equipment crossings of non-anadromous fishbearing water bodies.
Some surface erosion may occur due to fire suppression activities.  Crossing of streams by vehicles or heavy equipment may damage stream banks and mobilize bottom sediments.  Crossings should be avoided or minimized and made in areas of hard bottoms and shallow banks if unavoidable.  The emphasis is to minimize, if not prevent, surface disturbances that may result in siltation of fish bearing waters.  
Water bodies on the west, north, and east sides of the Mississippi Fire provide habitat for a variety of life stages of both anadromous* and resident fish species.  Operational constraints can be used to help protect these fish habitat values.  The goal is to retain intact, undisturbed riparian corridors.  Maintain vigilance to keep retardant drops at least 300 feet from water bodies.  Keep hand clearing, dozer lines, and burnout areas at least 200 feet from fishbearing water bodies when at all possible.  Do not disturb root systems on or adjacent to stream banks.  If it is absolutely necessary to cut trees within 200 feet of a stream, it is OK to fully span the stream with the lower half of the tree, but avoid topping out into the stream or ending up with a cut butt in the stream.  Keep chunks out of the streams, and remove limbs and accumulations of small debris to prevent damming and channel or bank changes.
Access:
Fire suppression activity should minimize damage to existing access routes as these are critical for access to the area by locals and residents beyond the immediate area.
If existing trails or access routes may be used when constructing dozerline or moving equipment, document trail condition prior to use.
Air Quality:
Dense smoke and ash is a health hazard to the general population and to particularly vulnerable individuals.  Depending on wind conditions and other weather factors surrounding communities could be effected by smoke from this fire as it burns for most of the summer.  Fire suppression strategies should address air quality if weather conditions and fiscal and fire resources are available to take such a response. 
Monitor smoke at Kantishna.  If significant smoke is observed from the airstrip, develop communication material and outlet for fire information at the Kantishna lodges and Wonder Lake Ranger Station.
Invasive species:
Limit spread of invasive plants and noxious weeds by washing equipment before and after suppression activities.
Avoid any areas known to have highly invasive species, including water bodies infested with aquatic invasive species such as Elodea.  Water withdrawal from water bodies with known infestations of invasive species should be avoided if possible.  Please see Division of Agriculture for more information about location of invasive species infestations. 
Regularly clean vehicles and equipment of dirt and plant material to prevent moving invasive plants between areas.  Pay special attention to wheel wells, areas behind the bumper, and other areas that are likely to catch vegetation or seeds.  If possible, avoid traveling through or staging equipment in a contaminated area.   If work is done in an area known to have invasive weeds, remove dirt and plant material from the vehicles prior to leaving the site to avoid transport to new areas.  
Water Withdrawal:
Minimize water withdrawal from Cajon Creek except in eminent threat to life and property. 
Notify ADF&G within 24 hours of initiating scooper plane or bucket use of water.
To minimize effects on fish when using fishbearing water bodies to supply pumps, provide all pump intakes with a screened structure with a mesh size of no larger than ¼ inch and approach velocity of less than ½ feet per second.  This can be accomplished using burlap bags, window screen, or other materials available on the fire line.
Water bodies must not be dammed, bermed, or otherwise altered in a manner that could block or trap fish.  Use of hand tools to deepen a sump for water withdrawal may be done provided the feature does not extend fully across the wetted surface and the hole is filled in when pump use is finished.
Threatened/Endangered Species:
Flight patterns and suppression activities will be restricted around designated Avoid areas such as peregrine falcon nesting areas, threatened or endangered species, or sensitive sites identified by land manager/owner(s).
Protect known active and inactive raptor nest areas.  
Camps/Helispots:
Base camps, spike camps, helispots and other support areas should be located in natural clearings if possible. 
Any opening created for support areas will be cut with irregular perimeter. 
The construction of helispots should be minimized.
Such areas will be kept clean so as not to attract animals and will be cleaned up before departure of the last suppression personnel.
Support areas such as camps, staging areas, and helibases will not be located on Native allotments or any resources used on or removed from a native allotment (e.g. firewood) without an approved agreement. The local tribal organization or the BIA may prepare the agreement.
This consultation will ensure campsite locations are chosen in order to minimize impacts to sensitive resources
Non-structural cultural sites:
Suppression activities must not be conducted on identified non-structural cultural resource sites, including sites being excavated.
Minimize or mitigate threats to known cultural resources and utilize trained resource advisors / archaeologists to avoid sensitive areas.
Work with the assigned Resource Advisor(s) (READ) to coordinate concerns regarding federally protected species, cultural and natural resources, and critical military infrastructure/assets.
Wilderness:
Locate fire camps, helispots, and other temporary facilities or improvements outside of the wilderness boundary whenever feasible.
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