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Fire Management Option Change Request Proposal
Dalton Hwy 2023 - Interagency Additions, 12/15/23

Overview:

On December 15, 2023, the Interagency Proposal Team met to review the Dalton Hwy option change request
proposal. The team consisted of the following: Willie Branson, Kip Shields, Tom St. Clair, Rob Allen, Jeremy
Douse, Kevin Meany, Chris Wennogle, Bjorn Burgeson, Peter Butteri, and Jennifer Jenkins. Wendy McCartney
facilitated and acted as Tim LaMarr’s representative in his absence.

Minor Additions:

Over the course of the proposal review, the team identified and unanimously agreed to make the following
additional adjustments as part of this management option change request:

1. Extend the proposed “Modified” buffer along either side of the Dalton Hwy corridor north of the Town of
Wiseman to encompass the native allotment just above it.

2. Exclude the naturally occurring asbestos area near the Old Man Airstrip from the proposed change to
“Modified”, allowing it to remain in “Limited”, once a rough perimeter for exclusion can be determined.
Branson, Hedman and Jenkins have agreed to work together to identify this perimeter for buffer
exclusion. Asbestos is a known health and safety hazard; the intent is to prevent unnecessary exposure
to responding personnel in this area.

3. Near the proposed “Modified” change, east of the Yukon Crossing area, there is an existing “Modified”
response area opposite a chunk of “Limited”. The team agreed that it made practical sense to join the
proposed “Modified” buffer with this existing response, and eliminate the small chunk of “Limited” that
would have resulted between these two areas, creating one unbroken “Modified” buffer.

4. The team agreed that it is practical to extend the proposed “Modified” buffer south and west of the
Yukon Crossing area to encompass a native allotment nearby, as well as to include the slough west of
the highway in that same area. Currently, the existing and proposed “Modified” response area edges
only reach to the north sides of the riverbanks within the slough, which is simply impractical from a
protection/response perspective.

Note for Jurisdiction and Protection Signhature Authorities:

Please read through the Change Request Form and this Additions page carefully, as your signature on the
Change Request Form will indicate your approval for what is proposed in both documents. Thank you once
again for your honest feedback and participation in this process!






Appendix E. FIRE MANAGEMENT OPTION CHANGE APPROVAL FORM

Send completed change package to:

BLM-AFS Fire Planning Specialists: BLM_AK AFS FirePlanning@blm.gov

BLM-AFS GIS Staff: BLM_AK AFS GIS@blm.gov

AICC Emergency Operations Coordinator: BLM_AK ACCAIR Dispatch@blm.gov

Management Option Change Initiator

Change Description and Rationale - Describe changes geographically and jurisdictionally. Explain the
rationale for the change (use additional sheets if necessary). Specify the conversion date for any changes
to Modified:

Bill Hedman, Act.Central Yukon Field Office Manager, is requesting a 2-mile-wide buffer
on either side of the Dalton Hwy from above the Yukon River bridge up to the Town of
Wiseman be changed from "Limited" to "Modified", conv 7/10. Additionally, he would like
to see a "Full" buffer around the Yukon Crossing area and the BLM 7-mile admin site.

His concerns for these areas are: safety for vacationers/motorists; transportation delays
and resource demands on traffic control/law enforcement; and the significant economic
impacts that potentially closing the highway or portions of it would cause to multiple
population centers. This includes possible impacts to commerce flow between Prudhoe
Bay and the rest of Alaska. The BLM manages approximately 10 waysides along the
Dalton Highway corridor in this proposed stretch to which the proposed change would

apply.

There is no intention to downgrade the existing "Full" and "Critical" buffers around
Coldfoot and Wiseman.

The 2-mile "Modified" corridor buffer and Yukon Crossing/7-Mile "Full" buffers will
intersect Native Allotments (BIA) and some State of Alaska lands around Coldfoot, as
well as some private lands around Wiseman. The jurisdictions involved are the BLM
Central Yukon Field Office, the BIA, and the State of Alaska Dept of Forestry/Fire.

Changes initiated by:

Bureau of Land Mngmt. Central Yukon FO, Fairbanks District

Agency Administrative Unit
Name William Hedman Tite CYFO Field Manager (Acting)

Email Whedman@blm.gov 907-474-2375

Phone Number

Required Attachments:
L1GIS Spatial Data files including basic metadata (zipped geodatabase or zipped shapefile):

[JOption Change Display Maps (pdf format)
mother: JENNIfEr Jenkins to assist with spatial data file updates and file creation.

Alaska Interagency Wildland E-1 Appendix E: Fire Management
Fire Management Plan 2023 Review March 2023 Option Change Approval Form
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Jurisdictional Agency Administrator(s)

The following land manager(s)/owner(s) have approved these fire management option change(s) for the
lands that they manage/own.

Jurisdictional Agency #1

AK-BLM Central Yukon Field Office

Agency Administrative Unit

“11: Digitally signed by WILLIAM HEDMAN
William Hedman WILLIAM HEDMAN o335 20 1515317 0900
Approver Approval Signature /Date

Jurisdictional Agency #2

AK-BIA BIA - Fairbanks Agency

Agency Administrative Unit

: : Digitally signed by FABIAN KEIRN
Fabian Keirn FABIAN KEIRN 53 202210501 09:26:5 09100
Approver Approval Signature /Date

Jurisdictional Agency #3

AK-DOF Alaska Div of Forestry and Fire Protection
Agency Administrative Unit

Jeremy Douse Jeremy DOUSE oz 210501 10105 0000
Approver Approval Signature/Date

Jurisdictional Agency #4

Agency Administrative Unit
Approver Approval Signature /Date
Alaska Interagency Wildland E-2 Appendix E: Fire Management

Fire Management Plan 2023 Review March 2023 Option Change Approval Form





Protecting FMO
The following steps have been completed:

® The submitted fire management option boundary or management level change(s) are
operationally feasible.

m The required notifications have been completed.
® The required signatures have been obtained.

m Required GIS data and pdf map products are included with this approval sheet.

BLM-AFS

Protecting Agency: Protection Zone/Area:

Upper Yukon Zone

Kip Shields, UY Zone FMO (Acting)

Protecting Agency FMO Name:

Digitally signed by KIP SHIELDS

KIP SHIELDS %3336?024.03.01 12:09:10

Protecting Agency FMO Signature & Date

Protecting Agency: _ BLM-AFS Protection Zone/Area: __Tanana Zone

Protecting Agency FMO Name: __ Branden Petersen, Tanana Zone FMO
Digitally signed by
BRANDEN BRANDEN PETERSEN
Date: 2024.03.01 12:16:44
PETERSEN ~ Pae:

Protecting Agency FMO Signature & Date

Alaska Interagency Wildland E-3 Appendix E: Fire Management
Fire Management Plan 2023 Review March 2023 Option Change Approval Form
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Typewritten Text

Protecting Agency: __BLM-AFS___________  Protection Zone/Area: __Tanana Zone_____________


Protecting Agency FMO Name: __Branden Petersen, Tanana Zone FMO________________________


__________________________________
Protecting Agency FMO Signature & Date



wmccartney

Typewritten Text








		Agency: Bureau of Land Mngmt.

		Administrative Unit: Central Yukon FO, Fairbanks District

		Name: William Hedman

		Title: CYFO Field Manager (Acting)

		Email: whedman@blm.gov

		Phone Number: 907-474-2375

		GIS Spatial Data files including basic metadata zipped geodatabase or zipped shapefile: Off

		Option Change Display Maps pdf format: Off

		Other: On

		undefined: Jennifer Jenkins to assist with spatial data file updates and file creation.

		Agency_2: AK-BLM

		Administrative Unit_2: Central Yukon Field Office

		Approver: William Hedman

				2024-02-29T15:53:17-0900

		WILLIAM HEDMAN





		Agency_3: AK-BIA

		Administrative Unit_3: BIA - Fairbanks Agency

		Approver_2: Fabian Keirn

				2024-03-01T09:26:54-0900

		FABIAN KEIRN





		Agency_4: AK-DOF

		Administrative Unit_4: Alaska Div of Forestry and Fire Protection

		Approver_3: Jeremy Douse

				2024-03-01T10:10:55-0900

		Jeremy Douse





		Agency_5: 

		Administrative Unit_5: 

		Approver_4: 

		The submitted fire management option boundary or management level changes are: On

		The required notifications have been completed: On

		The required signatures have been obtained: On

		Required GIS data and pdf map products are included with this approval sheet: On

		Protecting Agency: BLM-AFS

		Protection ZoneArea: Upper Yukon Zone

		Protecting Agency FMO Name: Kip Shields, UY Zone FMO (Acting)

				2024-03-01T12:09:10-0900

		KIP SHIELDS





		Rationale: Bill Hedman, Act.Central Yukon Field Office Manager, is requesting a 2-mile-wide buffer on either side of the Dalton Hwy from above the Yukon River bridge up to the Town of Wiseman be changed from "Limited" to "Modified", conv 7/10. Additionally, he would like to see a "Full" buffer around the Yukon Crossing area and the BLM 7-mile admin site. 
 
His concerns for these areas are: safety for vacationers/motorists; transportation delays and resource demands on traffic control/law enforcement; and the significant economic impacts that potentially closing the highway or portions of it would cause to multiple population centers. This includes possible impacts to commerce flow between Prudhoe Bay and the rest of Alaska. The BLM manages approximately 10 waysides along the Dalton Highway corridor in this proposed stretch to which the proposed change would apply.  
 
There is no intention to downgrade the existing "Full" and "Critical" buffers around Coldfoot and Wiseman.
 
The 2-mile "Modified" corridor buffer and Yukon Crossing/7-Mile "Full" buffers will intersect Native Allotments (BIA) and some State of Alaska lands around Coldfoot, as well as some private lands around Wiseman. The jurisdictions involved are the BLM Central Yukon Field Office, the BIA, and the State of Alaska Dept of Forestry/Fire.

				2024-03-01T12:16:44-0900

		BRANDEN PETERSEN









