AFS Watercraft Available Equipment

     Currently the Smokejumpers maintain  five F-470 inflatable  Zodiacs ready for deployment to an incident. The F-470 is a Zodiac made of the toughest Hypalon rubber, a rollable aluminum floor, marine-grade wooden transom,  rigged with extra D-rings and 8 carry handles designed for spec ial forces military operations.  The F-470 is Coast Guard rated to carrying 2850 pounds of cargo and 10 personnel. An inventory of damaged Zodiacs is also kept on hand for extra parts, valves, pontoons and hardware that are necessary for keeping the five boats in serviceable condition. The current outboard motor inventory used to power the Zodiacs consists of: 2007 25 HP Yamaha, 40 HP Mariner (surplus from the Pararescue unit in Anchorage), and two 2009 30 HP Evinrude Etecs. The four motors are maintained for top performance by the Smokejumpers and can be deployed, as requested by the IC, for different water conditions. The 25 HP Yamaha is ideal for lakes, sloughs and shallow  river levels but can be limiting for pushing larger loads of personnel and gear up-river. The 40 HP Mariner is an older motor that is heavier and slightly larger than the newer models but still provides plenty of power for long distances with heavy loads in deep water conditions. The two 30 HP Evinrude Etecs  are new to the system and provide the best overall performance and fuel efficiency in every water condition encountered in 2010. 
     The 20’ Klamath flat bottom aluminum river boat with a tunnel hull and a 105 HP Johnson outboard with a lower jet unit is the boat available for any road accessible launch near an incident. The Klamath is ideal for large interior rivers (Yukon, Tanana, Kantishna, Chena, etc.) where varying and shallow water conditions are found with a fast flowing current. The Klamath provides adequate power for moving heavier loads long distances.
     Three boat trailers (surplus from the Fish and Wildlife)  are part of the watercraft program. One is committed to trailering the Klamath to launch sites. The other two are used for trailering inflated Zodiacs to local launch sites during training and fire response.
     A list of all equipment that currently arrives with a boat at an incident is found in the folder  “Boat Kit Equipment”. 

